
Plymouth Elementary PTO Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 13, 2019 

Plymouth Media Center  

Present: Cassandra Honson, Angela Hathaway, Katie Jayne, Sally Youn, Margaret Doan, Sarah 
McDonald, Jill Frye deContreras, and Deanne Marszalkowski. 

Meeting was called to order by President Cassandra Honson at 6:06PM. 

Minutes: Issue with accessing minutes; read by Secretary Angela Hathaway. Katie made a motion to 
accept the minutes as read, seconded by Deanne. Motion carried. 

Officers Reports: 

President: Voting will take place in the fall, so we have a chance to get the word out and get people 
informed about the open positions. Suggestion to break things up to get more people involved and less 
intimidated. This needs to be addressed during the summer. Treasurer and all committee heads are 
available and not one person expressed interest in any of the open positions. Amy Corbat will not be 
back next year as a Book Fair head. We will need to do things that show what we do and experience 
what it’s like to be on the board. Little get together would be a good idea. Ice-Cream social is a good 
time to show this. Parent recruitment event was suggested. A motion was made to have a parent 
recruitment meeting by Jill, seconded by Sally. Motion carried. 

Vice-President: None 

Treasurer: There was no teacher appreciation budget so put us further in. Field trips have been funded 
except for waiting for the bill for 5th grade. We should be right on budget as the funds not used by 
others will cover those that requested more. 

Principal: Margaret presented to the board the Title One presentation and went over that with us. 
Some highlights were that for a half of year of Dreambox it was $4,000 but the most expensive expense 
was people as expected.  1% of the funds have to go to family engagement which is never a problem for 
the school.  The final allotment is not complete at this time, would be complete in the fall. Is expecting 
there to be cuts to the amount of funds that are given next year. Even with the cuts we will be ok.  If 
anyone has suggestions, they should reach out to Margaret. 

Committee Reports: 

Book Fair: The final book fair for the year was cancelled due to lack of interest in help. 

Hospitality: Teacher appreciation week was last week. Thanks to Sally and Sarah for all their hard work 
putting this together the teachers really seemed to enjoy it. The idea was to give small gestures to the 



teachers to let them know they are appreciated. There was a sign up online for items to be donated and 
that worked out really well. Monday and Friday were food days. Monday was a breakfast day and Friday 
was a candy/snack day. Tuesday was a printable day where kids could write a note to their favorite 
teacher or worker and let them know how they appreciate them. Wednesday the staff was provided 
lunch from Qdoba which went over well especially with there being leftovers for the rest of the week to 
enjoy. Thursday was a handmade gift that included items like pencils for them to take home. 

We are getting more traffic on the website. Electronic communication seems to be the most popular 
way to communicate with families. Seems, though no matter how we try to communicate we are losing 
some people. What to do about it now? Maybe get the word out by showcasing local business that have 
supported us in the past like Heather ‘n’ Holly that helped with the cute chocolate rocks for teachers 
and provided gift baskets for raffles previously. Nice way to also give back to the community.  

Fundraising: 

5 Below:  The fundraiser was cancelled but somehow we still managed to get a check for $9.16. Got a 
card from the manager even stating that he thought it was cancelled and apologized it was so low of an 
amount. 

Dance: After expenses we made $1,084.10 on the last dance. 

Unfinished Business: 

Spirit Wear: Came in and they turned out well. Suggest that maybe next time do one design with 
multiple styles and possibly do around holiday time so they can be purchased for gifts. Feedback was 
that it was frustrating to order on the website. We made $891.92 on the sales. As agreed earlier in the 
year, we would give half to Leadership Plymouth for helping out with the distribution of the shirts so 
they will receive a check for $445.00. 

Field Day:  Will be Friday, May 31st and is an all day event. Pledge envelopes and Subway order forms 
will go out this Friday to families. Order forms will need to be turned in by May 26th. We are just 
purchasing the sandwiches from Subway and will get chips and drinks at a place like Sam’s club. It will be 
$5.00 for a sandwich, drink and chips. A sign-up genius will be going out ASAP to get volunteers. 
Volunteers will receive a free lunch for helping out. Our only expenses will be the water and chips for 
the lunches.  

Teacher Spending: Cassie met with the teachers last week and explained the tax laws to them for our 
situation and how it works with us giving them gift cards. She mentioned to them that we would not be 
able to continue with the gift cards because we were not getting receipts to show what the money was 
spent on. She showed them the boxes of supplies that she showed the board in the beginning of the 
school year as an option, mentioned programs for the chrome books and a supply closet. As expected, 
the teachers were disappointed about no gift cards. The teachers asked about funds in their spending 
accounts and Cassie explained to them what happened in the past with the funds that were not used 



and how we would not be doing that again. It was suggested that we put out a survey monkey to see 
what the teachers needed and maybe put those items in a supply closet but there are pros and cons to a 
supply closet. Teachers would have to sign out what they take but you can’t really be sure what all is 
going out.  Another suggestion was to have them come to the board with forms filled out with items 
that they would like and we can purchase them for them. The matter will be reviewed more at the 
budget meeting this summer. 

Hopp Memorial:  The benches are in and they look great. Jill will be working on finishing them up. Will 
be asking for parents to donate plants for the memorial. It will be posted on the website and social 
media sites. Working on the stepping stones. 

New Business: 

Student Activity Vote:  The last week of school the kids will be voting on the activities that they want 
to have next year, like we did this year for the movie nights and the dances. Penny wars were suggested 
for an end of year activity this year and it was voted to use tickets instead of coins this year. 

Budget 2019/2020 School Year:  Will need to have a meeting as our fiscal year end is June 20th. All 
chairs and committee heads can vote. Cassie will come up with some dates and let us know so we can 
decide on a date. 

Next meeting: Budget meeting tentatively for this summer. Will decide next years first meeting of the 
school year at that time and get out to families.  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:17PM 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary Angela Hathaway 

 


